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India-U.S. Strategic Dialogue Joint Statement 

July 19, 2011 

 

 
 

India’s Minister of External Affairs Shri S.M. Krishna and the U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton met 
in New Delhi on July 19, 2011, for the second annual meeting of the India-U.S. Strategic Dialogue. The leaders 
recognized the achievements made since the inaugural Strategic Dialogue in June 2010 and President Obama’s 
historic visit to India in November 2010 in advancing our two countries’ shared interests. They committed to 
continuing to broaden and deepen the India-U.S. global strategic partnership. 
 
As a testament to the relationship’s extraordinary breadth and depth, Secretary Clinton was accompanied by 
Director of National Intelligence James Clapper, the President’s Advisor for Science and Technology Dr. John P. 
Holdren, Department of Energy Deputy Secretary Daniel Poneman, Department of Homeland Security Deputy 
Secretary Jane Holl Lute, and other senior U.S. government officials.  
 
Minister Krishna was joined by Deputy Chairman of Planning Commission Montek Singh Ahluwalia, Prime 
Minister’s Public Information Infrastructure and Innovation Advisor Sam Pitroda, Foreign Secretary Nirupama 
Rao, and other senior officials.  

Minister Krishna was also joined at the working lunch by Home Minister P. Chidambaram and Minister for Human 
Resource Development and Information Technology Kapil Sibal.  
 
As part of Secretary Clinton’s visit to India, she met with Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh, Chairperson of the 
United Progressive Alliance Sonia Gandhi, Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee, Leader of the Opposition in the 
Lok Sabha Sushma Swaraj, and National Security Advisor Shivshankar Menon.  
 
Secretary Clinton offered her prayers and sympathies to the victims of the despicable attacks in Mumbai on July 
13. The American people stand with the Indian people in times of trial, and offer support to India’s efforts to bring 
the perpetrators of these terrible crimes to justice. Minister Krishna welcomed the expressions of support from the 
Secretary, the President, and the U.S. Congress. The two leaders resolved to strengthen cooperation between 
their governments to fight against terrorism.  

Since the inaugural Strategic Dialogue in 2010, the India-U.S. partnership has resulted in advances in nearly 
every area of human endeavor. The two sides have expanded their strategic consultations to cover all major 
issues and regions of the world. They have increased counterterrorism cooperation, intelligence sharing, and law 
enforcement exchanges. They have continued to expand their defence cooperation. They have expanded their 
growing partnership on export controls and non-proliferation. They have witnessed an expansion of the already 
robust people-to-people ties; scientific, space, and technology collaboration; clean energy cooperation; and 
connections among entrepreneurs and social innovators.  
 
The two leaders emphasized our countries’ shared values – pluralism, tolerance, openness, and respect for 
fundamental freedoms and human rights. They reiterated Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh’s and President 
Barack Obama’s pledge to harness these shared strengths and to expand the India-U.S. global partnership for 
the benefit of their countries; and, for peace, stability, and prosperity in Asia and the world.  
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Today, the two leaders reviewed progress in bilateral relations and set new goals to further strengthen the India-
U.S. Global Strategic Partnership.  
 
Global Stability and Prosperity 

• Marking the expansion of strategic consultations, the two sides launched a Central Asia Dialogue in June 2011 
in New Delhi and a West Asia Dialogue in July 2011 in Washington DC. The two sides intend to expand strategic 
consultations to other regions, including Latin America and Caribbean, and plan to hold the fourth round of the 
East Asia Dialogue in September 2011.  
 
• India, the United States, and Japan plan to commence a trilateral dialogue at senior official level.  
 
• They welcomed the launch of bilateral dialogue on United Nations matters in New Delhi in March 2011. The two 
sides intend to continue this dialogue and meet next in Washington in early 2012, while continuing regular 
consultations between capitals and in UN cities as appropriate.  
 
• Following on the successful meeting of the Joint Working Group (JWG) on UN Peacekeeping Operations in 
March 2011 in New Delhi, the two countries hope to conduct their 10th meeting of the JWG in early 2012.  
 
• The two sides reaffirmed their commitment for consultation, coordination, and cooperation on Afghanistan, and 
to work jointly in Afghanistan in capacity building, agriculture, and women’s empowerment, expanding on work 
already underway. Both sides agreed to Afghan-led, Afghan-owned, and inclusive reconciliation.  

• The two sides acknowledged that increased trade, transit, and commercial linkages across South and Central 
Asia will benefit Afghanistan and contribute to the region’s long-term peace, stability, and prosperity.  
 
• The two sides intend to promote food security in Africa through a triangular cooperation program with Liberia, 
Malawi, and Kenya. A promising area of potential collaboration includes the participation of Africans at Indian 
universities and research and technical institutes in mutually agreed capacity building programs. The two sides 
agree to explore additional areas based on requests from the three African countries.  
 
• As part of the India-U.S. Dialogue on Open Government launched in November 2010, the two countries have 
committed to jointly create an open source “Data.gov” platform by the first quarter of 2012 to be taken to 
interested countries globally. Leveraging the high-technology strengths and institutional expertise of both India 
and the United States, the “open source” platform is intended to provide citizens access to Government 
information via a user-friendly website and a package of e-Governance applications to enhance public service 
delivery.  
 
• The two sides reiterated their commitment to work together to strengthen election management capacity in 
interested countries. They welcomed the technical collaboration between the Indian International Institute of 
Democracy and Election Management and the Washington DC-based International Federation of Electoral 
Systems.  

• Secretary Clinton recalled President Obama’s statement that, in the years ahead, the United States looks 
forward to a reformed UN Security Council that includes India as a permanent member.  
 
Enhancing the U.S. – India Bilateral Relationship 
 
Defence, security and counter-terrorism 
 
• The two sides launched the Homeland Security Dialogue in May 2011 in New Delhi, and have decided upon on 
a program of cooperation in global supply chain management, megacity policing, combating counterfeit currency 
and illicit financing, cyber security, critical infrastructure protection, and capacity building and technology 
upgrading.  
 
• They reiterated their commitment to further strengthen counter-terrorism cooperation, including through 
intelligence sharing, information exchange, operational cooperation, and access to advanced counter-terrorism 
technology and equipment. The two sides had their ninth meeting of the Joint Working Group on Counter-
terrorism in March 2011 in New Delhi.  
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• The two leaders reiterated that success in Afghanistan and regional and global security requires elimination of 
safe havens and infrastructure for terrorism and violent extremism in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Condemning 
terrorism in all its forms, the two sides confirmed that all terrorist networks must be defeated and called for 
Pakistan to move expeditiously in prosecuting those involved in the November 2008 Mumbai terror attack.  
 
• The two sides reiterated their commitment on comprehensive sharing of information on the investigations and 
trials relating to the November 2008 Mumbai terror attack.  

• The two countries held cyber consultations on July 18, led by their two National Security Councils, at which they 
exchanged views on a broad range of cyberspace issues and coordinated bilateral cooperation on cyber issues. 
The United States and India signed on 19 July 2011 a Memorandum of Understanding between our Computer 
Emergency Response Teams (CERT-IN and US-CERT) to exchange information on cyber attacks and mutual 
response to cybersecurity incidents, to cooperate on cybersecurity technology, and to exchange information on 
cybersecurity policy and best practices and capacity building and exchange of experts.  
 
• India and the United States welcomed progress in bilateral defence cooperation. The Defence Policy Group met 
in March 2011 and plans to meet again in early 2012.  
 
• The two sides noted India’s defence orders from U.S. companies have reached a cumulative value of over USD 
8.0 billion in the last decade. The two sides noted that these sales reflect strengthened cooperation. Both sides 
also affirmed their desire to strengthen cooperation through technology transfer, and joint research, development 
and production of defence items.  

• They noted progress in defence bilateral exchanges, exercises, capacity building, information sharing, including 
in the areas of counternarcotics, counter piracy, maritime safety and humanitarian assistance/disaster relief. They 
affirmed the importance of maritime security, unimpeded commerce, and freedom of navigation, in accordance 
with international law, and the peaceful settlement of disputes.  
 
• The United States and India agreed to continue consultations on maritime security cooperation in the Indian 
Ocean Region in existing forums such as Defense Policy Group and its appropriate sub-groups. They also 
agreed to exchange views on promoting regional security architecture that enhances maritime security in the 
Indian Ocean Region.  
 
• The United States welcomed India’s decision to chair a plenary of the Contact Group on Piracy off the Coast of 
Somalia in 2012.  
 
Civil Nuclear Cooperation

• The United States looks forward to hosting a senior-level Indian delegation at the U.S.-India Civil Nuclear 
Energy Working Group (CNEWG) next week at Oak Ridge Laboratory.  
 

 
 
• The two leaders welcomed the continued commitment of the two governments for full implementation of the 
India-U.S. civil nuclear energy cooperation agreement. They reiterated their commitment to build strong India - 
U.S. civil nuclear energy cooperation through the participation of U.S. nuclear energy firms in India on the basis 
of mutually acceptable technical and commercial terms and conditions that enable a viable tariff regime for 
electricity generated. They noted that the United States has ratified the Convention on Supplementary 
Compensation (CSC) and India intends to ratify the CSC within this year. They further noted that India is 
committed to ensuring a level playing field for U.S. companies seeking to enter the Indian nuclear energy sector, 
consistent with India’s national and international legal obligations.  

Membership of Export Control Regimes 
 
• Both sides expressed satisfaction with the progress we have achieved together towards India’s full membership 
of the four multilateral export control regimes – Nuclear Suppliers Group, Missile Technology Control Regime, 
Australia Group and the Wassennaar Arrangement – in a phased manner consistent with the core principles of 
these regimes, as the Government of India takes steps towards the full adoption of the regimes’ export control 
requirements.  
 
Export Control Cooperation 
 
• India welcomed steps taken by the United States to remove Indian entities from the U.S. Department of 
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Commerce’s ‘Entity List’ and realignment of India in U.S. export control regulations. Both sides agreed to 
continue efforts to fulfill objectives of strengthening export control cooperation envisaged in the Joint Statement of 
November 2010 as well as on the basis of discussions in the High Technology Cooperation Group held earlier 
this month.  
 

• The two sides looked forward to holding later this year the first meeting of the U.S.-India Joint Working Group to 
implement the MOU on Cooperation with India’s Global Centre for Nuclear Energy Partnerships.  
 

Nuclear Security 

Strategic Security Dialogue 
 
• Both sides view the Strategic Security Dialogue, the last round of which was held in Vienna on 14 June 2011, 
as a vital element in their dialogue architecture which has strengthened the common ground in promoting global 
non-proliferation objectives. Both sides also discussed key issues on the multilateral agenda, and looked forward 
to the commencement of negotiations of the Fissile Missile Cutoff Treaty in the Conference on Disarmament.  
 
Prosperity 

• The two governments intend to participate in the first Consular Dialogue on July 25 in Washington DC for a full 
discussion of visa and other consular matters.  
 
• The two governments signed a Bilateral Aviation Safety Agreement (BASA) on July 18.  
 
• The U.S. Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC), the U.S. Export-Import Bank, the U.S. Trade 
Development Agency (USTDA), and U.S. Agency for International Development, in coordination with multiple 
U.S. government agencies, are participating in the development of clean and renewable energy projects, energy-
efficient buildings and Smart Grids in India. The two leaders welcomed the progress in the USTDA supported 
bilateral Energy Cooperation Programme, announced in November 2010, which works with Indian and U.S. 
businesses on deployment of clean energy technology in India. The bilateral Joint Clean Energy Research and 
Development Center is accepting applications for its $100 million, five-year program that is stimulating new 
collaboration between the United States’ and India's public and private sectors in solar energy, energy-efficient 
buildings, and advanced biofuels.  

 
 
• The two sides welcomed increases of 30 percent in bilateral trade in 2010 over the previous year and the 
balanced and positive growth in services trade. They also welcomed the increase in foreign direct investment 
flows in both directions.  
 
• The two governments plan to resume technical-level negotiations on a bilateral investment treaty (BIT) in 
August in Washington D.C. A BIT would enhance transparency and predictability for investors, and support 
economic growth and job creation in both countries.  
 
• The two sides reiterated their commitment to take steps to expand trade ties. The India-U.S. Trade Policy 
Forum plans to meet in October 2011, and on-going public-private discussions are to continue under the 
Commercial Dialogue.  

• The India-U.S. agriculture dialogue was launched in September 2010 to intensify collaboration with India on 
food security, including joint work with third countries. USTDA hosted a trade mission to the United States for 
business and government representatives from India in the cold storage field.  
 
• The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the Ministry of Earth Sciences have set up a 
"monsoon desk" to share the latest monsoon prediction models, which are now providing forecasts for the 2011 
Indian monsoon season.  
 
Women’s Empowerment 
 
• The Women’s Empowerment Dialogue is planned for September 2011 in New Delhi.  
 
Education, Innovation, Science and Technology 
 
• The United States and India plan to host a Higher Education Summit in Washington D.C. on October 13 to 
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highlight and emphasize the many avenues through which the higher education communities in the United States 
and India collaborate.  
 
• The United States and India plan to expand its higher education dialogue, to be co-chaired by the U.S. 
Secretary of State and Indian Minister of Human Resource Development to convene annually, incorporating the 
private/non-governmental sectors and higher education communities to inform government-to-government 
discussions.  

• As part of the Obama-Singh 21st Century Knowledge Initiative (OSI), the two governments announced the 
publication of their requests for proposals from post-secondary educational institutions that support OSI’s goals of 
strengthening teaching, research, and administration of both U.S. and Indian institutions through university 
linkages and junior faculty development.  
 
• The United States created the Passport to India initiative to encourage an increase in the number of American 
students studying and interning in India. The leaders recognized the great bridge of mutual understanding 
resulting from the more than 100,000 Indian students studying and interning in the United States.  
 
• The United States’ Department of Energy and India’s Department of Atomic Energy signed an Implementing 
Agreement on Discovery Science that provide provides the framework for cooperation in accelerator and particle 
detector research and development at Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory, Thomas Jefferson National 
Accelerator Facility, and Brookhaven National Laboratory.  
 
• The India-U.S. S&T Endowment Board, established by Secretary Clinton and Minister Krishna in 2009, plans to 
award nearly $3 million annually to entrepreneurial projects that commercialize technologies to improve health 
and empower citizens. The two sides are strongly encouraged by the response to this initiative, which attracted 
over 380 joint India-U.S. proposals. The Endowment plans to announce the first set of grantees by September 
2011.  

• The India-U.S. S&T Forum, now in its tenth year, has convened activities that have led to the interaction of 
nearly 10,000 Indian and U.S. scientists and technologists.  
 
• As a follow up to the successful India-U.S. Innovation Roundtable held in September 2010 in New Delhi, the 
two sides agreed to hold another Innovation Roundtable in early 2012.  
 
• India and the United States plan to host their third annual Women in Science workshop in September 2011.  
 

• The U.S. – India Joint Space Working Group on Civil Space Cooperation met in July 2011 in Bangalore. 
Building on the successful Chandrayan-1 lunar mission, NASA and ISRO reviewed potential areas for future 
cooperation in earth observation, space exploration, space sciences and satellite navigation. Both sides agreed 
for early finalization three new implementing arrangements for sharing satellite data on oceans and global 
weather patterns. Recognising the research opportunities available on the International Space Station, both sides 
agreed to explore the possibilities of joint experiments. NASA reiterated its willingness to discuss potential 
cooperation with ISRO on human spaceflight activities. The two sides also agreed to expand upon previous work 
in the area of global navigation satellite systems (GNSS) with the goal of promoting compatibility and 
interoperability between the U.S. Global Positioning System, India’s Navigation systems, and those of other 
countries.  
 
Secretary Clinton thanked the Minister, the Government, and the people of India for their gracious hospitality, 
their warm welcome, and their hard work in making this year’s Strategic Dialogue a success. Secretary Clinton 
thanked Minister Krishna for his strong support for the India-U.S. relationship.  
 
Minister Krishna thanked the Secretary for her participation and engagement in this year’s Strategic Dialogue and 
for the commitment and dedication she has given to the U.S. – India global partnership.  
 
The next meeting of the Strategic Dialogue is planned for Washington D.C. in 2012.  
 
New Delhi 
July 19, 2011 

Space 
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